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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claim(s) 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Agraharam et al. (US 5,987,508). 

Regarding claim(s) 1, Agraharam discloses a method for validating a user 
identity via a communications link (FIG. 4) comprising the steps of: 

obtaining a registered user telephone number coincident with set up of the 
communications link (FIG. 4 and column 6, lines 42-48) [The IVR system detects the 
phone number of the calling party]; 

obtaining a pre-assigned security code associated with the registered user 
telephone number from a user connected to the communications link (FIG. 4 and 
column 7, lines 27-30) [The user enters the PIN that was derived from the telephone 
number, thereby obtaining a pre-assigned security code associated with the registered 
user telephone number from a user connected to the communications link]; 

processing the registered user telephone number and the security code to 
determine a validation status of the user (FIG. 4 and column 7, lines 28-32) [The system 
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proceeds to verify the telephone number and the PIN number to determine their 
validity]. 

Regarding claim(s) 2, Agraharam discloses a method comprising the steps, 
preceding the step of obtaining a registered telephone number of: 

receiving a user telephone number for registration (FIG. 1 and column 4, lines 
16-21 ) [The translation server 110 received the user's telephone number for 
registration]; 

generating the security code associated with the user telephone number received 
for registration (FIG. 1 and column 6, lines 23-29); and 

linking the user telephone number received for registration and the associated 
security code in a database (FIG. 1 and column 6, lines 29-34). 

Regarding claim(s) 3, Agraharam discloses a method wherein the registered 
user telephone number is obtained from signaling information provided in conjunction 
with the communications link (FIG. 4 and column 6, lines 42-48) [The IVR system 
detects the phone number of the calling party]. 

Regarding claim(s) 4, Agraharam discloses a method wherein the registered 
user telephone number is obtained from information input to the communications link by 
the user (FIG. 7 and column 7, lines 27-32). 
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Regarding claim(s) 5, Agraharam discloses a method wherein the 
communications link is established by a call initiated by the user (FIG. 4 and column 6, 
lines 42-48) [The IVR system detects the phone number of the calling party]. 

Regarding claim(s) 6, Agraharam discloses a method wherein the 
communications link is established by a call initiated by a terminal other than a terminal 
associated with the user (FIG. 1 and column 5, lines 54-58) [The translation server 
forwards email messages addressed to the telephone number, thereby the 
communications link is established by a call initiated by a terminal other than a terminal 
associated with the user]. 

Regarding claim(s) 7, Agraharam discloses a telecommunications device for 
validating a user identity via a communications link (Translation Server 110 on FIG. 1) 
comprising: 

a means for obtaining a registered user telephone number coincident with set up 
of the communications link (FIG. 4 and column 6, lines 42-48) [The IVR system detects 
the phone number of the calling party]; 

a means for obtaining a pre-assigned security code associated with the 
registered user telephone number from a user connected to the communications link 
(FIG. 4 and column 7, lines 27-30) [The user enters the PIN that was derived from the 
telephone number, thereby obtaining a pre-assigned security code associated with the 
registered user telephone number from a user connected to the communications link]; 
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a processor for processing the registered user telephone number and the 
security code to determine a validation status of the user (FIG. 4 and column 7, lines 
28-32) [The system proceeds to verify the telephone number and the PIN number to 
determine their validity]. 

Regarding claim(s) 8, Agraharam discloses a telecommunications device further 
comprising: 

registration means for receiving a user telephone number for registration (FIG. 1 
and column 4, lines 16-21) [The translation server 110 received the user's telephone 
number for registration]; 

a processor for generating the security code associated with the user telephone 
number received for registration (FIG. 1 and column 6, lines 23-29); and 

a database in which a linkage between the user telephone number received for 
registration and the associated security code is stored (FIG. 1 and column 6, lines 29- 
34). 

Regarding claim(s) 9, Agraharam discloses a telecommunications device 
wherein the registered user telephone number is obtained from signaling information 
provided in conjunction with the communications link (FIG. 4 and column 6, lines 42-48) 
[The IVR system detects the phone number of the calling party]. 
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Regarding claim(s) 10, Agraharam discloses a telecommunications device 
wherein the registered user telephone number is obtained from information input to the 
communications link by the user (FIG. 7 and column 7, lines 27-32). 

Regarding claim(s) 11, Agraharam discloses a telecommunications device 
wherein the communications link is established by a call initiated by the user (FIG. 4 
and column 6, lines 42-48) [The IVR system detects the phone number of the calling 
party]. 

Regarding claim(s) 12, Agraharam discloses a telecommunications device 
wherein the communications link is established by a call initiated by a terminal other 
than a terminal associated with the user (FIG. 1 and column 5, lines 54-58) [The 
translation server forwards email messages addressed to the telephone number, 
thereby the communications link is established by a call initiated by a terminal other 
than a terminal associated with the user]. 

Regarding claim(s) 13, Agraharam discloses a telecommunications device, for 
validating a user identity (FIG. 1 and column 1, lines 7-15) comprising: 
a database (117 on FIG. 1 and column 3, lines 24-50); 

a validation processor (Translation Server 110 on FIG. 1 and column 3, lines 24- 

50); 
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means for coupling the database and the validation processor (FIG. 1 and 
column 3, lines 51-63) [The translation server 110 uses a well known program to access 
the database 1 17 via a direct line]; 

means, coupled to the validation processor, for obtaining a registered user 
telephone number (FIG. 4 and column 6, lines 42-48) [The IVR system detects the 
phone number of the calling party]; 

means, coupled to the validation processor, for obtaining, from a user, a security 
code associated with the registered user telephone number (FIG. 4 and column 7, lines 
27-30) [The user enters the PIN that was derived from the telephone number, thereby 
obtaining a pre-assigned security code associated with the registered user telephone 
number from a user connected to the communications link]; 

wherein the validation processor operates on the obtained registered telephone 
number and the security code to determine a validation status of the user identity (FIG. 
4 and column 7, lines 28-32) [The system proceeds to verify the telephone number and 
the PIN number to determine their validity]. 

Regarding claim(s) 14, Agraharam discloses a stored program provided on a 
computer readable medium having instructions stored thereon for validating a user 
identity (FIG. 1 and column 3, lines 51-64), the method comprising the steps of: 

obtaining a registered user telephone number (FIG. 4 and column 6, lines 42-48) 
[The IVR system detects the phone number of the calling party]; 
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obtaining, from a user, a security code associated with the registered user 
telephone number (FIG. 4 and column 7, lines 27-30) [The user enters the PIN that was 
derived from the telephone number, thereby obtaining a pre-assigned security code 
associated with the registered user telephone number from a user connected to the 
communications link]; and 

processing the registered user telephone number and the security code to 
identify a validation status of the user identity (FIG. 4 and column 7, lines 28-32) [The 
system proceeds to verify the telephone number and the PIN number to determine their 
validity]. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerald Gauthier whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7539. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (571 ) 272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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